
India has been driving an array of SDG initiatives 

in the past nine years. When the world collectively 

recognised the urgency of sustainable development 

and instituted the SDG framework, India was at the 

forefront to embrace, adopt, and champion it.

India’s flagship SDG monitoring tool has been the 

principal instrument for tracking the performance of its 

36 States and Union Territories on their progress on the 

SDGs since 2018.

Popularly referred to as “India’s Report Card on the 

SDGs”, the SDG India Index 2023- 24 uses 113 indicators 

to rank all States and Union Territories and place them 

into the category of Aspirant, Performer, Front Runner or 

Achiever based on their score.
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Government of India has taken significant strides to reach the last mile in 

the form of Aspirational Districts and Blocks Programme. The programme 

embodies the principle of leaving no region behind by accelerating 

development outcomes in blocks and districts which were at the risk of 

being left behind. With States as the main drivers, this programme focuses 

on the strengths of each district and block and identify doable actions for 

immediate improvement, measure progress and rank districts and blocks. The 

concurrent monitoring of the progress of these districts and blocks through 

‘Champions of Change’ dashboard is a key element of the success of this Local 

Area Development Programme. Central Ministries and State Governments 

continuously support and handhold district and block level actors to plan 

convergent action, undertake effective implementation, and provide requisite 

resources and capacity building to ensure that they register rapid development 

across selected SDGs.

Aspirational Districts and Blocks Programme: Reaching the last mile

112 
Districts

500
Blocks

5
Sectors

40
Indicators

Scale of Transformation

toilets built for 
improved sanitation

119.2 million 
connections provided 
for clean cooking fuel

100 million 248 million 
urban and rural 

houses constructed

40 million 

Key Features of India’s Localisation Model

Robust 

Monitoring

Whole-of-Society 

Approach

Building 

Capacities
Collaborative 

Competition

escaped multidimensional 
poverty between 

2013–2014 & 2022–2023


